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Soninke language 


The Soninke language (Soninke: Sooninkanxanne^^^) is a Mande 
language spoken by the Soninke people of Africa. The language 
has an estimated 2,100,000 speakers, primarily located in Mali, and 
also (in order of numerical importance of the communities) in 
Senegal , Ivory Coast , The Gambia , Mauritania , Guinea-Bissau , 
Guinea and Ghana. It enjoys the status of a national language in 
Mali, Senegal, The Gambia and Mauritania. 

The language is relatively homogeneous, with only shght 
phonological, lexical, and grammatical variations. 

Linguistically, its nearest relatives is the Bozo language , which is 
centered on the Inner Niger Delta . 

It is possible that the language of the Imraguen people and the 
Nemadi dialect are dialects of Soninke 


Contents 

Phonology 

Consonants 

Vowels 

References 
External links 


Phonology 


Consonants 


Soninke 

Sooninkanxanne 


Native to 

Mali, Senegal, 
Ivory Coast, 
Gambia, 
Mauritania, 
Guinea-Bissau, 
Guinea and 

Ghana 

Ethnicity 

Soninke people 

Native speakers 

2.1 million (2006- 
2011)W 

Language 

family 

Niger-Congo? 

■ Mande 


■ Western 
Mande 


■ Northwestern 


■ Soninke- 
Bobo 


■ Soninke- 
Bozo 


■ Soninke 


Language codes 

ISO 639-2 snk (https://ww 


w.loc.gov/standa 
rds/iso639-2/ph 
p/langcodes_nam 
e.php?code_ID=41 

7) 

snk 

sonil259 (htt 
p://glottolog.or 
g/resource/langu 
oid/id/sonil259)P 


ISO 639-3 
Glottolog 



























Bilabial 

Labial 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Glottal 

Plosive 

p p bb 


ft dd 


kk gg 

qq 


Nasal 

m m 


n n 

np 

n n 



Fricative 


ff 

s s 


X X' 

X 

h h 

Affricate 








Trill 



r r 





Lateral 



/I 





Approximant 

M/W 



yj 





Vowels 



Front 

Back 

Close 

i, i: 

u, u: 

Close-mid 

e, e: 

0 , o: 

Open 

a, a: 



[4][5] 


Long vowels are written double: aa, ee, ii, oo, uu. 
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■ P anAfriLlOn page on Soninke (http://www.bisharat.net/wikidoc/pmwiki.php/PanAfrLoc/Sonink 

e) 

■ Soninkara.org: La langue soninke (http://www.soninkara.org/langue-soninke/lorthographe-et-la- 
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